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By a faithfull Well-wiſher to this Church and Nation. 
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Þ A maine and moit ſubrtile Pr of the Pope and his Conclave againſt 
Þ Proteſtancy, 

Þ Thely irc Method and P olicy how to undermine the ſame. 

Þ The beſt and principall meanes of re-eſtabliſhing the Palatin 
: Houſe, and preſerving all Evatgelicall Churches, 
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As likewiſe, 
Three ſpeciall Inſtruments of the publike good in the wayes of 
Religion, Learning, and the preparatives for the $ 
Converſion of the Jewes. +$ 
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Right Honourable, 


ISLAS Fs Hen I conſider, what the Bleſſings are, which 
TOS God hath of late beſtowed upon this Nation, 
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NW// | che.cnd wherefore he giveth ſuch s, the 
\ Ge y! dury of chankfalnefſe due unco Fry the 
YEN (/P\ fame, and the preſent occaſion offered by his 
6 providence, which callerh npon every one of 
—= us, but chicfly upon you todiſcharge this Du- 
ty : I cannotcontaine my (elfe, bur needs muſt uſe wich all duri- 
fulneſſe and humility this freedome, which I cake to pur you in 
Remembrance ef thar, which highly doch concerne your farther 
ſerelement, in a ſafe , proſperous, and peaceable condition, 
which as from my heart I truly wiſh unto you, fo I daily pray 
for it unto Almighty God, Give me leave then , becauſe I have 
beene, and will nor ceaſe to be inſtane eo call upon him on your 
behalfe, co call alſo upon you on his behalfe; that you may be 
moved to call upon the reſt of che Elders of this your I1ſ-2e!, to 
pg ie gn 1 purpoſe and reſolution may be taken, how 
ro anſwer the mercitull calling of _ heavenly Father, by ſoon 
- 2 ; ng 


Englands Thankfulneſſe. 
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r. The Gates of the Kingdome of Heaven were ſhut to- 
wards the State, but are now ſet wide open, and all the comforts 


and li igprefent life, whi n enjoyerttrfreely, or 
could Ct 1 oY: nf + con 
are noR.rmi y reſtored bme@cyery 
one, and will be, as we hope, tranſmitted unto our poſterity, and 
continue many a a lo RAE alice! hile by we [16 
in , naw y Ky) Ira 
A id PE on ark Rnd 
anxiety for the ſenſe of evils preſent, and in dreadfull expeRation 
of worſe things to come ; now we find our minds refreſhed, and 


> ya ets, 97 por ag ard" monis 
filled with laughter : whereas we had all as it were, received the 


ſentence of death within our ſelves, like a people given over, and 


that by our ſelves ro worke our owne deftfiition ; yet now be- . 


we live, ato@fdcwlaridn, rhebreidheb'g | 
Kid te foindations re Kid) 
Genera;1904i0 biuld upup;and tn ſtead of feare; a preat'e / 


e is ppenet! cours, thit wWerſhull'be firmly and fallyſetled 13 
wo nee pf:peace and:trowh(s when'by: your wild ' .the;abuſe 
ChriftianLiverty t-fotne' matters of conſe; he: 
taken away, leſt-b many;orher things,” by little andliccleTt may 
turne into 7 licentiotsdiffolurion of all rru& Government. 

Now. I -beſeech, you confſiderfirſt, if any greater Bleſſings then 
theſe can be named. And rhen if ever bleflings were more ſeafo- 
nably, more ugexpeiedly, more acceptably,ind perfettly beftoy- 
ed upon:any Nation then theſe arc yp01'\us. But: this 1s fot all; 
far as the end ih allchings.is bercer and-more to be-regarded then 
the meanes, ſo jntheſ= bieſings the perfeRivn of their excellencie 
is the uaſpzakeble goodrieſſe of Godsaime inigiving them unto 
us, For (30d, ig th&zoncly-good, /hercanaime at nothing burat 
himſelfe,and in kimielfp; bis chief atmetio:che manifetetion of 


the glory,ot his good-willto mankind in Tefas Chriſt; "There- 


Y | fore 


"England; Thankfalie(ſe. 

fore I concludethat his end inpowring forth ſuch grear (ireames 
of Blefli p you, is co impart himfelfe wholly unto you, and 
to cauſerhe.glogy wi his goodneſſe to ſhnecforth powerfully in 
yoy and over-you, through che Love/which-he beatech unto you'in 
Jeſus Chriſt. |Hedattriorend then;zhat the world ſhould perecive 
thatthere is verily a Godin Heaven,” who 'ruleth over all ; That 
this God doth ſee the ations of all men, and confidereth their 
thoughrs,that he Inugheth to ſcorne the counſels of the wiſe, and 
takerk; the crafty in their owne vices; 'that he lexecurethy: j\i(tice 
and judgement in the whole; carth againſt the wicked, and ſhew- 
ech abundantly his loving kindnefſe towards thofe that feare hin, 
andhopejn hismerty: Thar he 1-4 God that can make at one in» 
ſtanc, allche enemies of the Goſpel tolick the dait like Serpents: 
That he ds a God thatreadily pardoneth 10iquiry, and oaſſeth 
therranſgreſlion of. the remnant of. bis inheritage: Thar he doth 
allthis for his owne name ſake ,.left-ir (hould bee! prophaned a- 
mongſt the Heathen 5 That he doth it co uphold the Kingdome of 
his Sonne in the Church of his eleRion, and that he would have 
the world co take notice, that Fe who doth allchisis our God, in 
doing all theſe things for us, and conſtquenely, that weeare his 
people, evena choſen Generation, called to be his ſervants;ro pro- 
pagate unto all the world the: glorious goodneſle of his King- 
doine.. This then 1s your great fclicity-and glory. at this time, that 
by themeancs of your deliverance you havea Call from God tg 
zmpart.uoto others the knowledge of the perfe& and acceptable 
will of God towards the childrenof his: Kingdome ; that all may 
find and taſt with you through the communion of Saints the tin- 
uttetable ſweetneſſe of his love, and his truth,of his faithfulneſle, 
andof all bis gracious goodneſſe. | 

From ,whence is may eaſily be gathered what the duties are, 
which inthankfulneſſe you owe unto him. ['or thar which wee 
know. he will bave us to intend in the .worke of his ſervice, that 
is our-duty to reſolve upon, and take in hard, Now if we are nor 
alcogerher deſtitute of the }ife of God, we muſt needs know, find, 
and f-ele in conſcience,that he will have us ro intend ro ſhew our 
ſelves his ſervants ; that is to ſay, to dedicate. our felves wholly 
unto him. So thic from henceforch we ſhould nor any more live 
as private men of this world unto our ſelves; bur ſhould offer 
our ſelves by all rationall endeayours a3 a living Sacrifice unto him 
who hath ſo mercifully and miraculouſly ſaved .us, ſo:highty ho- 


A3 noured . 
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i icies ate 3 whore chey can be 


Your ablicies are two fold, Nationall and Perſonal: your Na- 
tionall abilicies are ſuppdſed roſftand; Firſt, in. the abundance of 
all manner of men, fit for: all kind, of: pmployments Jubardinate 
wager 9 99A T7 men may be comfortably mainained.in 
any taske, which.myy belaidupon cher. So char ca make rheſe, a- 
bilicies 'proficable, chere_is no more requitze, but. co {es thoſe 
chat ace naw idle a worktthiarcheir Talents maybe vtrfull uot the 

| -wealch of J/ragiin a publike way. And. this, ay calily 
be dane; if yourecommentunto them fome taske in a worke of a 


publike 'and 'ptofirable, nature; and ule meanes to jayne in.one 
way towards the Mee feapgall their endeavours... For this will be 
equilite that che bulinefſs which ſhall be intended may bee. done 


ando fame good purpoſe. As for labi- 
licies to intend publike T6rkes,and ſer.orhers 2x6 yg they 
Rend;frſt inche ſoundneſle of your judge ments.ro difcerne the ob, 
jeſs fitteſt to be undercaken;and ro make choyce of perſons. ableft 
to be imployed cherein. Secondly, in the Auchoricy andjplace,. 
whereimar this time God hath 'pur you, whereby you have power: 
not ahely ro'recommend the undercaking of publike workes to; 
men of able parts, but alfa to crdaine and name that which-ſhgvld, 
be-dane, to ode NE of ding it, and. to give encourage- 

menrs tawards tht performance of the duty, Theje areall emjncag 
ard excellent abilicics, which oughr nor. ro be withoge ule, like, 
OT Talent,that was hid in the ground, Therefqre chey, 


ſerz worke there where they may become. maſt. advans 
tagcontto the Ki of our Caa” areh093 mr 


+22 4@71,Mat 3:4; 35 
* Now we know thar there a thing is moſt uſetu I; LM T 
| ay be extended ynco moſt men\fox theig hel adr: 
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in the beſt rhings. For ſeeing our goo 
lth cennerorx him, ot nely 
Saincs that are an carth, and to che excellent ones, in whom ſhould 
bealiour 3 Therefore you ſhould Jooke upon the State of 
the Church of God on earth to improvethe ute of theſe your Ta” 
lents towards it in the communion of Sainte thatall the Mem- 
bers of his Chorch, as well choſethar mak profeſſion openly of 
his feuch, asrhoſe char in ſecrer belong ro hizeleRion, may receive 

benefir by your meanes in the way of publike edification. 
Here then I tneane by the Church of God chiefly and in the 
firſt thoſe thar are called Proteſtants, and then alſo all other 
and, that may bediſpoled ro imbrace the ſame truth which 


they profeſſe 


. 


reſted apainſt Popery for the trathes ſake,and defiringro be ruled in 
Faith,and onely by th will of God alone, have renoun» 
ced all D and traditions of men, and all ſuperſtitious Or- 


Seriptures. And fconceivero be uſetullunto theſe men, and in 
this very thing (which is the fundawentall property of their ſtan- 
ding) isro pitch npon the beſt obje& that can be taken in hand 
for the advancement of the Kingdome of God; and you may be 
ſare; whatſoever you ſhall intend ro doe towards others in. this 
kind it wiltredound, as well in the very undertaking,as in the pro- 
greſſe, ind chiefly inthe event,uno your owne benefitand adyan- 
tape. For if you ſowerto the ſpiri: in.the Klogdome of Chrilt, 
you ſhall reape of that ſpirit the fruits of chat Kingdome, even 


lifeeverlaſting. And if your endeavours be not Rlinted to ſach + 


ieulars, asdoc+conceme your felves alone ; but be as the ſpi- 


rit of Chrift.is wichour partiality, bento the univerfall good of. 


the whole Charck; then the fruits of thoſe. endeavours bythe 


working of the ſame ſpirir, will firſt reſt upon your owne Com-. 
moeweilth,and from rhence be conveyed unto all che reſt. What - 
(ever then you-meane ro reRifiez as being amiſſe; or tomake more -. 


2» being defeftive withinyour owne Body; if you ſer- 


tlex courſe todoe ir in an univerfall way,which (ball be free from - 
partiality, you (ball in doing good to many, benefit your ſelves - 


all | 
to the full, For az a Conduit-pipe is filled wich che water which is 
nyeyed from the Fountaine unto a cemmon receptacle ;; ſo it 


ſhllbe wich you, if youaime notat your ſlves inthe uſe of your-- 
| Talentsy}, 


; by Proteſtants, 1 underftang thoſe men who have pro-- 


dinatcesof worſhip, which God hath not revealed in the holy. 
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David Pkal. 26. 
anto God himfſelfe, but onely unto the *3+ 


C" 
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CR entapa fwleoE your'porpotes;; or it yougaine them; 
yer remaine in a caſq no beteet then you werein:beforey becaufein 
40 doihg you ſhall goeat a venture, aid changing 'one particular 
way fot-angthers 6nd perhaps noreſt inborh, atlealtyou ſhall uot 
be ycaahedeny reſt before you have made: a.triall.- Bur if you 
would make are worke,chuſe the way which Re 

a laſt ancg 4 s 14 riaich;,,GietGodeway; 27ithe 
== of al perfection, and Jn followityg it your ta)l-berfurerto 
.gaine your purpoſes through his Bleſſing -Gads'way dothablira& 
and raiſe our, aus [aj nee ne; ns Irs out-of 
his-owag:; way.be dath: nat adcotnpiny. any;mins'vhdemakings 
wighg Blellpgs Burevenashehart-called-us var" Chrifitaurir- 
berry, not that we ſhould yſepur libercies ro:-ferve our '{elver,btir 
thatwe ſhould ſerve one another chrough Love: nor thar we (hould 
ſceke our owne profit, bur che' profic of many for edification ::{6 
he doh portfend forth his Bleſſings, bur. npon the-nadertakings 
whichare;orderedaccording to this Rule. Pardooioe 61: ſreme 
to preſle ghys point ſpmewhat hame, -and ro. dwell openit;'Fox 
there is a.neceſlity in-it,ro raiſe your choughes beyond your ſelves 
if ever.you ſhould be proficable nnro your [-}ves, or truly; thatikfall 
unto God for all; his benefics arti this: rime ;beftowed: won yaw, 
For .as God is A0t the God of: one, man»-alenez:bur::nf 
all ; ſo he givcrh norhis gifes unto/anly one in;partievlar\btu by 
every one uato all. Thus alſo.he is nor the/God of fone! Churehz 
People, or Statealone, bur of all; and therefore when hegiverh 
untg.any.Church, State, or Nation, excraordinary Bleſſivgg and 
Deliveraaces, he doth ir not, that they ſhould: enjoy the -fame.by 

aſelves alonegand liveaetheirecale withoutrthe cate. of -a 

but rather that they ſhould jimpart and. dilate his goodnefle unto 
their agighbours, that by. the communication of his Graces.unto 


many, Yrbemore ig may redound by manyathita. his, glo- 


ry. Andthe more this-Sagrifice of thankſgiving iCoaltdie offered 
unto God oh your befalfe by athers, the worehigrbleMrig pili 


£ en;reaſed 
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' Englands Thankfalneſſe. + 


encreaſed and mulriplied upon your owne heads. Now the mote 
yau helperocnlargeanddiſperſe his goodneflle ; the more this Sa- 
ecifice ſhallbe offered: But if you ſhould goe abour;as it were, to 
ingroſſc his go2d gifts, and make rhentpeculiarly your owne;they 
-wil vaniſh & be taken away from you,evenas firethut up withoura 
vent is quenched, There is thena neceſſity in this,that you reſolve 
upon a larger/aime, then that which is onely uſefull unto your 
{elves in your particalir Commor-wealch.: And whey you have 
look'd on all fides beyond your ſelves,'you ſhall-find none ſoneere, 
as theſe whom I have named,to be the fitteſt obje& of your chari- 
ty, even your Brethren: the Proteftants. Not that I would have 
any chat can partake of che Grace of God by your meanes exclu« 
dedor negled&ed ::(for we mult {affer the Sunne to ſhine upon all ) 
but I would have you toaime atthefe expreſiely, becauſe T'know 
that you ate more obliged co extendyour bowels unto them then 
unto others; becauſe they are more capab'e of the encreaſe of Gods 
Kingdome by your influence,then/ vthers are ; becauſe they have 
more neeil of the.aſſiftance you can give them, then others have : 
andbecauſe rhibugh the communication of your good things un- 
co thew, all the reit may be nrore ben#fitred , then if you ſhould 
at once {et yaur mindalike cowards all indifferently, For in theſe 
reſpeRts they ought co be ranked in the firſt placebefore all others 
in your intention. Seeing the whole world would be a ſcope too 
large to bz embraced az one time : and Papiſts cannot be dealc 
withall in thisnature, noris it wiſdometograſpe too muchat firſt, 
let nothing bee taken hold of, and the burthen exceed your 
ſtcengeh. But the ſtate of Proteſtant Churches is an obje& propor- 
tionall unto your Talents and mo fit to receive the Teſtimonies 
of your thankfulneſſe; and yer the duties which ought to be per- 
formed cowards thoſe, ſhould be ſuch as in due time may be dilated 
uncoall, not onely Chriſtians, but even Fewes and Pagans, that 
the Kingdome of Chriſt may have afull progreſſc, untill? he poſ- 
ſfle all Nations, andthe ends of che carth for his inheritance. For 
except our endeavours come home to thisend at laſt, and be made 
fitto watch it; we doe nothing toany purpoſe, bur labour inthe 
fire, as it were, for that-which (hall be conſumed, when bis King- 
dome ſhall appeare. But here the queſtion will be, what are the 
endeayours which may reach thus farre from P roteſtants unto all 


" meninthe Kingdameof Chriſt, 


To;which, that I may anſwer, I mult ſuppoſe, thar if Pro- 
| teſtants 
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$ Englands Thankfulneſſe. 
reſtants were but united fo farre as to leave croſfling one another, 
as hicherro they have done, and could be made to draw one line int 
the Wayes py ay henry and Divine knowledge, thar 
then they 


cauld ealily throughly the- reſt of the world: 
with Learning and Reformation. For they being ſogreat a party, 
as they are» ing ſo mach commerce with all the. Nations 


of the world, as they it would be caſie for themto worke firft- 
upon the reſt of Chriſtians = more pertcQ Reformation, andthen/ 
ro prapneoounures al -other 'men the helpes of Learning and 
gion, which may be nuich bettered andimproved above whar 
now they are ;z if ſome reall aſſiſtance were given.to ſach as elabo- 
rate the wayes thereof. Now, that they may be fo farre united and 
be. brought codraw one line in the wayes of Knowledge and'Re-- 
formation, the poſibilicy hereoftway be made manifeſt by the prin« 
ciples of their Seates , by che plaine-renour of. cheir ke-pro- - 
feflion andpraQtife, and by the ratives of their vnion alsea« 
dy, farre advanced both in- Religion and — The. princi-- 
ples of. their Stare -are:to meimtaine- the Right of Magiſtrates as - 
wellover EccleGafticall nad Civill perfons, as in-all affaires of x' 
publike natureconcerning tht onward profeflion of Religion, 
and ro ſtand to the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hach mage them free 
in.the profeſſion of the 'Goſpe!l,- and: the Government - of their « 
Churches within themſdver.. my 7297 nf 
The-tenonr of their profeſſion is to-beſcen inthe publike Con-: 
feſlians- of eheir Churches, which arc nor different one from ano- 
ther i-any fandamentall marcer,and their-praftile of Reformation -. 
isvery evidently .ſetled upon the ſame grounds of publike Edifica«. - 
tionand.of appoficion to Popery ; ſo that it. ſcemeth notto be a. 
hard matcer ro bring chem (being already.lo farre united ) roleave 
jarring abour matters not tandamenrall,- and croſling one another 
far things of no neceflary conſequence. And ſo much the rather 
this may be done, becauſe the preparatives to bring them from 
the. crofſ$.courſe wherein hitherro they have walked:both in -. 
Learning. and Religion, have beene.in agication theſe good many : 
yeares not -wichour ſowe-profitable: and effeftnall difpoſition, 
wrought upon both fides towards a berrer. intelligence of each - 
other in theſe mauters; which in due time may be made very eyi- 
dent unto your Wiſdomes (if this mo——y nor aleopether | 
fleighted and negle&ed ) in many particulars, whereof I will:nor - 
any; mentian at this time,. Onely ——— 
Ives 
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Englands Thankfulneſſe. 


ſelves whereby this great good may bee brought unto the ſtate 
of Proteſtaves , muſt here be named ſomewhat more diſtin&ly,and 
they are but two or three. 

' Thefirſtis concerning their Schooles, and the learning to bee 
delivered in them, to bring the conſtitution and frame of their 
Schooles, and the matter and manner of delivering Learning and 
reaching yercue therein co a true and fundamentall Reformation, 
which may facilicate towards the younger ſort rhe perfe& wayes 
of education, and towards the more ancient the-trus advanc:menr 
of Sciences, which my Lord of Sainc Alb2nes hath wiſhed and ſa- 
loted afarre cf, 

The ſecond is concerning their Churches and Church-men ; 
thar a better.correſpondencie maybe broughtro paſſe amongſtthem 
for cheir myraall edificarion in the the eruth- of Religion, and for 
the raking away of. Scandals, which hinder greatly the propagati- 
on of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. To which ewo- endeavours, if 
a.third were added, namely, A care to make Chriſtianity lefle of- 
fealive, and more knowne unto the Jewes,then now iris; and the 
- Jewiſh Srate andReligion as now ic ſtandeth more knowne unto 
Chriſtians': it could nor bur prove a great meanes-in due time to 
advance the tfuth of the Goſpel, and helpe mightily co conſume 
and aboliſh the man of finne, who is as the maine hinderance of 
their converſion,fo of all other true Reformation and ſaving know- 
ledge. The Jewiſh Nation is neither the ſmalleſt Nation of the: 
world in number,nor in reſpeRt of Gods Counſell revealed con- 
cerning them, the ſmalleſt of eſteeme, although hicherto very 
lietle regarded. Therefore alſo in the thoughts of adyancing 
Gods Kingdome, which now we make bold co preſſe upon you ; 
we thinke ir very expedient that they (ſhould not be torgorren, 
but rather caken up in the care of building up Proteſtants within 
themſelves : becauſe none are fit to deale with them go bring 
them to Chriſt, but Proteſtants. This then ought to be a ſpeciall 
part of the endeavours of Proteſtant Reformation:to perfet with». 
in themſelves that part of knowledge and learning, which is nece(- 
fary to prepare a way for their converſion. Here you ſee the ob- 
jel moſt fit for your abilities to undertake ; molt profitable, if 
not altogether neceſſary for the Common-wealth of 2rael in ge- 
nerall, and your owne tate alſo in particular; moft honourable, 
commendable , and laudable in reſpet of the thankfulneſſe 
yauo\we untoGod for all is bleflings upon rou« and no wayes 
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difficultto be advanced in ſome good meaſire if a right and reall 
courſe be taken wichouc worldly ends and by-reſpeds ro doe what 
may be done for the pablike ar this time theretr. . 
Ifnow you ask, 'what may be'done arthis time by you herein ? 
I will tell you firſt the occafion that put me upon theſe thoughts, 
and then-that which I would entreat you to doe, . The occaſion 
that pur me upon theſe thoughts, was the conſideration of ſome 
things, wherein T thought I ſaw a ſpeciall. providence: of God: 
namely, that at this time ſhould -be: brought nehgocher into this 
Kingdome (and that in ſome ſort againſtmoſt of their owne inten« 
tions) three men, that have beene theſe many yeares without ont« 
ward helpes and encouragements very diligent to worke out the 
three raskes afore named, meerely through zcale to Gods glory, 
Mr. Dur. and for the good of -Prateſtancicand .twue Chriſtiinity.. Two of 
q theſe men I ſuppoſe are {o well knowne;zhatT need not to name 
them4 he that hath proſecuted the Eccleſiafttall bufinefle, having 
beenghere already fiye or-ſixe moneths, to ſue for helpe in his 
woarke, wherein he. getteth none, is ready-to be pone from hence, 
and $0Jeaveyou;alebqugh be minds never to leave'his pegeriation. - 
< - Cone- Hechat hath applied himſelfe ro-the-work of Refornting-Schooles,, 
1H and perfecting Panſophicall ſtudies is lately arrived here; ſome. 
| what bagkwardly; and beſides his owne intention: yet-at the ear- 
neſt perſwalipn of.others, who; have invited him for love to. your 
Stacehe a3 cape+; The third man whoſe: udies and converſation 
bath beene theſe rwenty yeares wholly ſpent amongſt the Jewes 
Mr. Rit- of xzhe Eaft; and ſome of the Welt, ro know all the myſteries of 
zargel. their learning, and what coarſe may betaken for their converſion, 
who, ſpeakerch: .qttir, language: more readily then his mothers- 
rongue, and-whois. perfectly verſed. in.their Authors, is come hi- 
ther.by a meere-providence;: Wholly againſt his owne purpoſe, 
and wichout all. mens expeRation that knew: him, having been evill 
.entreated by the Dunkepkers, and robbed ar Sea, whiles hee was 
going coanother Countrey, The conlideration then of theſe three 
mens inccting « 0 lo, unexpeRedly at this ſeaſonable time, 
did move me to thinke that God, might have ſome perpoſe intro 
keepe the firſt here ſo.long, rillcbe other two ſhould be drawne to 
meete with kim z that-they. all three might conferre and joyne 
caunſels' and endeayours together ro advance the publike good ;, 
with ſome ration and helpe of enc rowards another, z For 6 I 
hind chat their ſpirits.are led and really hent ro; doc z; which when, - 
: | I ſaw, 
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I aw, I fell into fad choughts over this age, conceiving it to be a 
matrer of great griefe, that ſuch publike workesand fo profitable 
inſtruments therein ſhould have beene fo lictle regarded all this 
while by thoſe whoar fo able ro advance ſuch enterpriſes, and 
could ſo eafily ſer rheſe men apart for their proper undertakings. 
Therefore in continuance of theſe- fad tigughts, I fell upon the 
contemplations of Gods favours unto this Scate,at this time,wher- 
by it is as it were new begotten againe unto the world of Nations; 
and ſo conceiving you exceedingly bound to advance the glory of 
your God,my zeale did kindle a reſolution within my breaſt to im 
bolden my felfe, to pur you in remembrance of this duty, which 
hitherro hath beene mentioned, beſeeching you that you would 
lay it to heart, and ſuffer this word of exhortation to take place, 
for the publike, and your owne welfare, 

Bur till you may ſay, what ſhould then be done? for hitherto 
we ſee not what is required of us to give aſſiſtance unco theſe in- 
rentions. 

If rhea I ſhould ſpeake my minde, I would adviſe and intreat 
you to countenance theſe endeavours, at lealt ſo farre, as to defire 
theſe Gentlemen whileſt they are yet here rogerher, ro ſer downe 
each of them in writing their counſel! concerning the meanes and 
wayes of bringiog that to paſſe , which ſo many yeares they have 
endeayoured to prepare and advance, that when you (hall perceive 
what their experience upon good grounds will adviſe to be done 
intheſeexcellent workes, your godly zeale and prudencie may 
Judge and reſolve how farreeither to undertake the bulinefſe, and 
make them-your'owne, or otherwayes to give aſſiſtance, counte- 
nance, and-eneouragements unto the Agents thereof; that they 
may wirhour difficulry, more-readily and comfortably proceed 
therein hereatfcer. | 
. Tamloathtoenlarge my ſelfe any farther in this difcourſele(t 
Iſhould ſeeme to be preſumpruous and redious ; yet becauſe ir is 
a-thing moſt important unto all Proteſtant Churches, therctore 1 
amnor able to reſtraine, but of neceſſity muſt adde ſome farther 
conſiderations toinduce your zeale; not to deſpite this matter; or 
ronegleRir, although-it be thus ſuddenly and abrupely propofed, 
The conliderations (hall be few;becauſe I will not nowmenrion 
that which mighr be largely inſiſtzd upon : How beneficialt che 
fruics of theſe endeavours would be unto your (elves : Wher 2rcar 
neadchers is in this Kingdome of 7 Retormation.of Schooles, 
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for Langiages andthe Liberall Sciences: What dangers there are of 
irreconciliable breaches and diviſions abour matters Ecclefiaftical]; 
for the compoſure of which tt-ſe unde wil ſerve:and whac 
defe&s there are inal the parts of hamane and divine learning both 
here andelſewhere : which may be ſupplied by rhefe meanes ; if 
rhey be entertained and gyade uſe'of, Nor will I amyifte the lauda- 
blenefſe, the honour, and the credit of undertaking fuch a work, 
which will redound unto you whatſoever event thereof be, 

But I will preſent unto you beſides cheſe religious, profitable,and 
generous morives,ſomereaſons of State which I thinke ſhould in- 
duce you rocountenance theſe undertakings, For conlider the plots 
of your adverſarits, confider their working here ar home againſt 
you, and their intentions abroad : you will confefſe this, wherein 
your Adverfaries greateſt advantage againft you is; that chietely 
cherein you ovghtro meet with rhem, to cake that weapon our 
of their hand. Now herein is maniteſtly their greateſt advan- 
tage,that they can calily divide you amongſt your ſelves at home, 
or keepe you from having any triendly relation to” other Prote- 
ſtants abroad, therefore it would be wiſdome'in you to diſappoint 
them of borh theſe intentions ; and to doe this really, nothing 
canbe imagined ſo fir as to entertaine effeftualty theſe putpoler. 

I ſuppoſe this State is willing to take che Palatix cauſe in hand 
to ſome purpoſe. But how{baltthis be done? Shall ir furniſh the 
Prince Eleftor with an Army, and” repofſeſſe him in his Lands 
Suppoſe this were done;yer the Palatin cauſe i3 not gained,for the 
true Palatine cauſe is nor the recovery of Lands,bur the eftaliſhment 
and conſervation of the Proteſtant Religion and Liberties in Ger- 
many. Ifthis cauſebe gained, the Pa/atinate cannot be loſt unto 
the houſe of Palatine. But it you gaine not this cauſe, although 
the Palatinate were never {0 much regain=d this yeare,yet the next 
yeare the cavſe of Religion and Liberties being Kill loft on the 
Proteſtant ſidega new quarrell will be made, and all that was gained 
will be loſt againe, What (hould then be done to gaine the cauſe? 
w_ the _ | God himſelfe, This is the word of the 

unto Zerubbabell, Not by might, nor by power, but it 

ſaith the Lord of Hoſt s. The 'wicke and 6 mens _— wh rw 
uſed, may perhaps regaiae the Pa/atinate, but the effefts of Gods. 
ſpiric mult gaine the cauſe, thar is, eſtabliſh Proteſtancy in Germa- 
wy, for which the Palatine houſe doth ſuffer. So then, ro taincaine 
this houſe in Ger-many, mothing can do it but the cauſe , ad ro 
maintaine 
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maintaine the cauſe, nothing is fo fit as to reconcile their diviſi-: 


ons about matters of Religion, and to reach forth unto them as 
ſoone as may be the wayes of Educating their children in the true 
principles of Divine learning, and of reforming the defe&s 
of Scienceg. in thoſe that are come to riper age. This endeavour 
will make you truly confiderable among forraine Proteſtants, and' 
breed a common intereſt berwixtyou and them, which all the de- 
vicey of your adverſaries will never be ablero diflolye, This en- 
deayour will diſappoint all cheir plots both here and there in due 
time, and make the cauſe which they fight againſt invincible ; be- 
cauſe God will Rand for you in ir, ſeeing it will be his cauſe , and 
not yours, if thus you take it in hand. Another conſideration may 
betaken from the reſolutions determined in che Papall Conclave, 
which now are ſer aworke, whereof the dangerous «ffeRts here 
in Great Britaine are already diſcovered, and by Gods Grace thus 
farre diſappointed. Bur elſewhere in France , in Polonia, and in 
other places are breaking forth. Theſe reſolutions 'are- the ſame 
which in former times have beene praiſed with good ſucceſſe as 


gainſt theHw/7ites in Bobemia,for when they found that by violence 
of warre they could not prevaile againſt chem,they rooke another, 


and more friendly courſe to deale with them by Treaty , wherein 


they tranſaed(by yeelding certaine- cafte conditions) with ſome- 


that were nor the loundeſt, but che greateſt parr, and then -pro= 


ſecured the reſt by force, contfiraining them ro yeeld ro that which 


others had conſented unto. This fame counſell is now a foote, 
and hath bene praftiſed towards us,and is (till proſecuted rowards 
others by amiable ereariſes, wherein rhey have dealt underhand by 
Agents and Emiſſaries towards all parts with the leading and moſt 
conſiderable men of the Proteſtant party to diſpoſe them unto a 
friendly tranſaRion of debaces by a muruall yeelding in ſome mat<- 
zers whereunto they profelle them(clves to be inclined. 


This was gone fo farre on amongt ſuch of our Leaders; 'who - 


tooke upon them to rule and unrule all for the making up of this 
agreement without- conſent of their brethren, chat ir is a great 
miracle from Heaven that their counſels have beene {© ſpecdily 
wichouc more diſturbance difappointed. This is now manifeſtly 

in France, whete the Card. de Ricbeliew doth fer publikely 
his Emiffaries a worke towards Proteſtants to encline them to 
atranſaRion ; andthis hath in Germesy and Polonia beene pradti= 


ſed by givers, but chicfly by one Valerian. Hagums , who is the: 
= principalt.: 
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principallnegotiator af har bufineſſe in theſe Quarters, where 
the King of .Polonig and the Emperour doe furntiſh him abundant. 
ly wich all meanes and affiftznts'co encerraine 'correſpondencie to 
thareffe&, His ſcoperis rodiſcover what the moſt important 
grievances arc of Proteftancs againſt Popery, that when they are 
known acourſe may bercſolyeduponro yeeld unto aReformation 
thexeof Salvo jure & home Pontificio,by ſame gefterall Councell 
which the Emperour (hould call, withthe cotifent of other Prin- 


. ces, This plot is of late firongly proſecuted,. and: how farre, up- 


on. what: pretenccs, by what grounds, to what purpoſe and 
iſſue, all-Proteſtanc - Princes' by their chiefe Counſellors have 
beene dealowichall ; rhay/be gathered from circumſtances and car- 
riages of affaires, which need not to be: mentibned in this. place, 
Buric ſafficerh-ro know chat the plor is till in agicarion, and that 
it willatleaſt reare; the Proteſtant Churches more and more to 
2, which in end will be their utcer overthrow: if no courſe 

28+” <-> eauarknal theeffeX thereof, (cl! | +.) is 22810 2941 
..Now,afnced were, ic.could be-made good ar : large y that no 
coarſe can pollibly be taken to: doethis bertef, then to make-ſpeedy 
uſe of theſe preparations, which Goddoth offer to reconcile Pro 
teſtants fundamentally amongſt themſelves in mattersEccle(aſtical 
and ro ſow.the ſeeds of crue Humanand Divine reformed learning 
ia\the-nnderſtanding of their 'Scholars'both young and old, Truc: 
it iz that thislatter kindof remedy againſt rhe danger. of their 
plot is low, but.yet It is theonely ſure one,whereby in end it will 
be infallibly diſappointed, becauſe there is no true way to main- 
taine Religion but this : in the meane time'the matter of corre- 
fpondency for to reconcile Ecclefiaſticall dift:rences may inſtant- 
ly be effeRuall and uſctull, and will be of neceſſity .co be uſed 
without delay. For if the Papall faftion can bring cither by 
faire or foule mcanes any coniicerable party of the Proteſtant 
Church any where out of Germany to yeeld unto the plauſible pro- 
poſals which they intendt o make; or bur to liſten to any rreatiſeg 
which the Pope will /alvo jure juo, ſuffer the Emperour to in- 
ſirute before they can come to correſpond one with another, and 
ſettle ſome agreement about their fundamenrals in Religion z 1 
lay if rhe Papiits can effe<& this any where before this be done a- 
mong{ Proteſtants, they will be-able to conſtrainerhe weakened 
party of Proteftancs in Germany, and in Frezxce alſo, to yeeld unto 
what they liſt afterward, by gaining a better pretence of quarrell 


againſt 
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againſt them, then everas yer they have bad, and having maſtered 
the great Body of Germany, where firſt Proteſtancy begunne, they 
will ſubdae by lirtle and lirtle, 211 che reſt at their leaſure. - Bur if 
we can take acourſe ro make Proteſtant Divines correſpond one 
with another to ſettle mitrers belonging to their fundamenrcall 
agreement in Eyangelicall truths ; then we ſhall be ready to treat 
with them any way at afree Councell, if jt can be called, and by 
the grace of God they maybe beaten ar their owne weapon,'and 
contounded by heir owne plot. 

Now -then ſeeing this is a moſt certaine truth, that this is their 
plot; and that iecannotany other way bur thus be diſappointed: 
ſeeingalſo you know that chis is ſo, not onely by this ſlight invi- 
tation, but by your owne obſervation ; if therefore now you 
ſhofld negle@ the opportuniries, which God doth pur into your 
hand to prevent (o greatadanger when you are able; and with- 
out trouble eafily can doe ir; If I fay you ſhould now negle& this 
Daty, you ſhall not be guiltlefſe ; but have much to anſwer tor un» 
to Him, who perhaps hath given you this great deliverance onely 
for this end > that you might be herein ſteadable unto his afflied 
and perſecuted Churches, Bur if you ſhould nor at all care to 

ent this danger, God is able to ſend deliverance another way; 

and you and your houſes will not eſcape the judgements denoun- 
ced unto thole that ſtand nor up fer the Lords cauſe, to helpe him 
int che mighty. 

The laſt confideration may be taken from the apparent workes 
of God inthe world at this time, who evidently doth intend to 
bring forth anew birch of States in Europe : for what elſe can be- 
come of thoſe ſudden, great, and mighty changes which he bring- 
eth upon theſe Nations ; and chiefely upon the aſpiring State of 
Anuſtrias Now in theſe great changes of States, to thinke [that the 
outward condition of the Church will remaine the ſame, is tode- 
ceive himſelfe againſt the experiences of all ages, and ro take no 
notice that God doth all that is done in this world towards 
States , onely for to prepare the meanes of advancing the King- 
dome of his Sonrie unto its perfe&ion : for certainely Babylon 
mult fall ; and therefore as you have eyes to ſee the workes of 
God, and minds to conſider the operation of his hands ; you muſt 


needs perceive that the Church alſo is travelling in her pavgsto 


bring forth the Man-child, who ſhould rule over the Nations, 


when they (hall be quieted. Now then if you will neither be as 
4 ; C a barren 
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barren and unſraicfull m:mber of che Church ro bring forth no+, 
thing afcer ſo great a ſhower of Blelliagy z, nor ay, an unmercitull 
Midwife to wtthdraw your hand from helping the; Church in jher 

, when you arc abte withour trouble to your ſelfe to, further 
in her delivery (for behold the eyes of all other Churches,and 
chiefly thoſe of Germaevy are upon you, and require helpe at your 
hands; ) if therefore I ſay you will neicher be found co be barrea 
within your felfe, nor cruelly unmercifull towards, your fiſter 
Churches, you muſt needs lay theſe endeavours ſeriouſly to heart, 
which I have thus freely, as in the preſence of God propokkd unto 
you. Beleeve ic,] am free from humane reſpeRs, God is hee thas 
etieth the hearts, therefore I rake-him to wirnefle, thar all the ince» 
reſt I defire to have in this matter, and all the aime I have in it, is 
meerely the diſcharge of a good conftjence , brit towards him, 
then towards his whole Church, and laſtly cowards you , for the 
bleffing of your preſent deliverance, whereof I am allo partici- 
pant, alchough I am afraid it will not prove in end a Bleſling, ex- 
cept thoſe eff:&ts be wrought out by ir. a 

Thus then I have performed on my part what at this time. I-ag 
able to daein this duty as a teſtimony of my thankfulnefſe unto 
God on your behalfe, that you may (all whom it chiefly doch 
concerne) be provoked alſo to doe your duty towards others ac» 
cording to che abiliry which God hath given you in” your places 
entreating you that you would rake my carneſtne(k in good part, 
and not thinke ic a bold importunicy ; bur rather an effettnall 
zeale to Gods glory and your owne happy State , the continuance, 
the encreaſe., and the full confirmation whereof as 1 doe wiſh 
from myheart, ſo I ſhall neverceale by fervent prayers unto Al. 
wighty God, ard by the beſt abilicies which bis Grace (hall ſupply 
ugre me,to procure the ſame. Thus I rake my leave, beſceching 
the Lord corule in this matrer,and in all other things, to his glory, 
all your choughes and conſultations, Amen, 
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